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supporting command and control center
with its own power supply and radio
Lion Chris Robinson introduced our
capability to help in coordination of fire
speaker, Mr. James Curtis, Cullman EMS
department and police operations.
Director, who explained the high
technology equipment and the highly
trained staff that Cullman EMS uses
around the clock to help our citizens
survive medical emergencies.
Program

Above is some the specialized medical equipment
that the Cullman EMS ambulances normally carry on
their medical calls. This represents about $45,000 in
equipment that each ambulance routinely carries.

(L to R) Lion Chris Robinson, Mr. James Curtis, and
Lion President Bill Ruehl.

Curtis explained that Cullman EMS is a
non-profit company, but it is contracted to - and managed by Cullman Regional
Medical Center. Its coverage includes all
of Cullman County, although it often helps
in surrounding counties as their need and
Cullman’s availability allows. In the past
year this company has responded to over
12,000 calls for help and has conducted
over 10,000 transports to medical facilities.
Most of the company’s equipment is
owned by the County. It includes 11
ambulances, costing $140,000 each; 4
SUVs and 2 ATVs, used for special
situation rapid response, as well as a
disaster trailer that is outfitted to be a selfPhotographer: Lion Charlie Powell

Mr. Curtis was particularly proud that his
company was the 1st in the State to be
certified in providing critical care with the
ability to administer related specialized
drugs, and even now, is only one of 5 such
certified EMS organizations in the State.
James noted that the company’s staff
longevity is much above the State average
of only five years; he stated that an EMS
employee must have a lot of love for
people to stay in this service – that day-today they see a lot of terrible things. He,
himself, has about 25 years in this field
with 11 years in Cullman. The company’s
total experience, when every employee is
included, is about 800 years. And it
budgets about $6,000 in training its staff
each year.
The equipment used by Cullman EMS
cannot be topped by any other ambulance
company in the State, and includes Lucas
CPR machines, costing $12,000 each,
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defibrillators, video scopes allowing faster
access to the tricky areas of the
esophagus and trachea, their own power
tools such as “Jaws for Life”, and rope
rescue equipment. Our own Lion Jim
Searcy testified how this service had saved
his life a few months ago when called to
his house at 2:00 AM; he had fluid on his
lungs and could not breathe. This
response, many times a day, around the
clock, is typical and continues to be
provided by Cullman EMS. We are
fortunate to have this support.

Voting on the new slate of officers will be
held at our meeting on April 9th.
The annual “Shredathon” will be held April
7th from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm behind Buffalo
Wings on Highway 31.
The MD-34 annual State convention will be
held in Guntersville April 27th through April
29th. See registration form on page 4.
Upcoming Programs and Events

Other Business
The Club’s Board of Directors approved
$5,000 in funds for the United Way to be
designated for indigents’ car repair from
the March 19th hail storm. This
contribution was noted in Wednesday’s
Cullman Times on page 2.
Lion Mariman Pope reported that he has
been feeling a little better, but his condition
still limits his activities. Lion Jim Searcy
was in attendance tonight after several
weeks of absence following a spell of
medical problems.
“Thank You” notes were received from
Alabama Lions Sight, Leader Dogs for the
Blind, and Sacred Heart School.
The President reported on the MD-34A
convention which was held March 24th.
The Shred-a-thon will be held Saturday
April 7th.
Nominations for 2018 – 2019 officers were
announced and can be seen on page 3.
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Ms. Carol Anne Sporleder

April 2: Carol Anne Sporleder – Outreach
coordinator for the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP).
April 7: Shredathon.
April 27-29: MD 34 Convention in
Guntersville.
Tale Twister Input
If you need something special or to report
a correction in the Tale Twister, see
Lions Carey Thompson or Don Smith at
the meetings. Lion Carey can be reached
at 256-739-0580 (H) or 256-426-3207 (C).
Lion Don can be reached at 256-737-7433
(H) or 256-426-7722 (C).
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