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from child abuse. 1 in 3 girls and 1 in 6
boys will be molested before the age of 17.
Lion Javon Daniel introduced our speaker,
Ms. Nancy Bryant, Assistant Director of
Cullman Caring for Kids (CCK), who most
appropriately for National “Child Abuse
Awareness” month”, talked to us about that
subject. CCK’s motto going into this month
is, “Every Child Deserves a Happy
Childhood;” along with that, Nancy
declared that it takes everyone to make it
happen.
Program

Ms. Nancy Bryant with her son-in-law, Lion Casey
Smith.

(L to R) Lion Javon Daniel, Ms. Nancy Bryant, and
Lion President Bill Ruehl.

Ms. Bryant began with some sobering
statistics, related to child abuse: In
Cullman county 205 children are in foster
care and 1014 confirmed child abuse
reports were filed in the last year. 60% of
the time, even though child abuse of some
form was the true cause of death, it is not
listed as such on death certificates. Last
year 28 children were confirmed as having
been killed in Alabama due to child abuse.
Nationally, 5 children die every day from
child abuse, and another 6 children commit
suicide – that’s the only way they know out
of their situation. Every year 1,850 die
Photographer: Lion Charlie Powell

She reminded us that often, abused
children have been threatened and are
afraid to say anything about it. Therefore,
it is important for everyone to recognize
the signs of possible child abuse and say
something to teachers or law enforcement
personnel. Signs are withdrawal,
depression, bed wetting, eating problems,
self-destructive behaviors, strange bruises,
a child saying something is wrong, etc.
Abuse can take the form of neglect or
physical, emotional, or sexual abuse.
Nancy spoke in some detail about the
Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA)
program. It is a volunteer-powered
network of committed people from all walks
of life who step in to help kids who have
become trapped in the court and childwelfare maze, spending their childhood
moving from one temporary shelter to
another. These volunteers are appointed
by a judge to speak for the best interests of
the child; they recommend the best
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possible outcome for an abused or
neglected child’s future. They review
records, research information and talk to
everyone involved – social workers,
attorneys, judges, parents, teachers, family
members, and the children themselves.
The ultimate goal of the CASA volunteer is
to help ensure that everyone of these kids
can live in a safe, permanent home -whether this means helping to make a
connection with adoptive parents or safely
reuniting the child with parents or relatives.
Maybe a Lion will consider volunteering for
such a meaningful cause, directly
impacting a child’s life and perhaps for
generations to come. Call Ms. Candace
Lingo, 256-739-1111 to find out how.
Other Business

Lion Jim Walker is at CRMC and
improving.
A Thank You was received for our
donation to Victim’s Services.
The Fair Board met.
There will be New Member training next
week, planned by Lion Scott Waldrep.
The President reminded the Club about the
upcoming MD-34 State convention which
will be held in Guntersville April 27th
through April 29th. See registration form on
page 3. April 12th is the last day to
register.

Elections were held for our Lions Club
Officers for 2018 – 2019. The following
Lions will assume these positions starting
in July:
President -- Mike Ponder
1st Vice President -- Andrew Manning
2nd Vice President -- Javon Daniel
3rd Vice President -- Austin Monk
Secretary -- Don Smith
Treasurer -- Jerry Bonner
Lion Tamer -- Dave Gratz
Tail Twister -- Greg Young
Director 2 Years -- Milford Parish
Director 2 Years -- Cody Smith
Membership Committee – George Krigbaum

Upcoming Programs and Events
April 16: TBD.
April 27-29: MD 34 Convention in
Guntersville.

A dozen Lions supported Saturday’s
Shred-a-Thon. Cullman’s Better Business
Bureau sent us a “Thank You” note and let
us know that this event would not have
been successful without our Club’s help.
They also gave the Club a check for us to
apply to other community charities.
Photographer: Lion Charlie Powell

The crew at blustery Saturday’s Shred-a-thon.

Tale Twister Input
If you need something special or to report
a correction in the Tale Twister, see
Lions Carey Thompson or Don Smith at
the meetings. Lion Carey can be reached
at 256-739-0580 (H) or 256-426-3207 (C).
Lion Don can be reached at 256-737-7433
(H) or 256-426-7722 (C).
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